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A playful sunny vibe spliced with int

locations underpins the jazzy makeover of this beachside holiday home.

Words JUDY PASCOE Photography PRUE RUSCOE

Sydney — HoME

These pages The spectacular view across Pittwater is just one of the many attractions of this sunny home in Sydney’s northern beaches. Looking across the
living area from the dining room to the terrace where two Adam Goodrum ‘Trace’ armchairs from Tait sit with a Kartell side table in a citrus hue from Space.
‘Granada Hourglass’ side table from GlobeWest. Clients’ existing sunbeds custom painted by Creative Finish, and upholstered by Rematerialised. In the
foreground, a patterned cloth from Pigott’s Store covers the dining table. Cup and saucer from Mud Australia. ‘Deeply Pendant’ raffia pendant lights from
The Together Project. Vintage rattan chair. Oriental lamp base from Chee Soon & Fitzgerald with shade in fabric from Think Positive Prints.
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This page The living area overlooks the pool. Coffee table from denHolm. Gubi ‘9602’ floor lamp by Paavo Tynell, ‘El Zahri’ rug and chess set, all
from Tigmi Trading. Seletti plates and cushions in antique kimono silk, all from Chee Soon & Fitzgerald. Basket from Spence & Lyda. The striped
awning is a nostalgic touch. Opposite page, from top The large naive-style artwork by Studio of the Sun from Jardan inspired the colour palette
and the repeated motifs throughout the home. Clients’ existing sofa and chairs refreshed with cushions in fabrics from Think Positive Prints.
Basket from Spence & Lyda. ‘El Zahri’ rug from Tigmi Trading. Table lamp from Chee Soon & Fitzgerald with shade in fabric from Think Positive
Prints. Painted checkerboard wall detail by Creative Finish. Dining area has ‘Deeply Pendant’ raffia hanging lights from The Together Project.
The terrace was updated with new paving in checked tumbled-marble cobblestones. Pots from Robert Plumb custom painted.
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esplendent with tone, texture, colour and esoteric
pieces this sublimely cool seaside sanctuary could be
anywhere in the world, from Mexico to the Cote
d’Azur. And that is precisely the mood that interior
designer Yasmine Ghoniem, director of YSG Studio,
wished to create — a free-spirited, international vibe for “a place
that savours summer’s glow year round”, as she describes it. “You
walk in and you instantly feel transported to another place.”

The house is actually situated overlooking Pittwater in Sydney’s
northern beaches, taking in the vista all the way to the Central
Coast. Reflecting its moniker, La Palma, the home is surrounded
by palm trees. Despite its prime hilltop position it looked tired
when purchased by current owners Jason Johnson and Portia
Thomson as their beach house and holiday rental property.

Yasmine had worked with Jason previously on his Bondi
apartment, his company’s Sydney headquarters and his first
home with Portia in Sydney’s Dover Heights so they were
completely in sync about the design aesthetic. “Yas is a creative
genius,” enthuses Jason. “Her ability to meld colour and texture
to create a desired mood is phenomenal.”

What Yasmine saw when she first visited the home were
“weathered features and clichéd seaside themes”. Jettisoning
references to the beach and water she instead sought to instil a
playful yet sophisticated mood for the family that includes
14-year-old twins, an eight-year-old and a four-year-old.

Initial structural work included replacing windows and doors to
lighten their mass, sanding the worn floorboards back to a warm
timber hue, and removing all the greying timber and heavy outdoor
paving. To comply with the couple’s desire to work separately from
home Yasmine converted one of the guestrooms into another main
bedroom, equipping both with luxurious ensuite bathrooms and
custom marble and timber desks facing the view. »
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Curtains from Simple Studio. Wall light from Lighting Collective. Head sculpture from Spence & Lyda. Green water glass from Hay. The po
the sunroom and is decorated with the clients’ mirrors. Hand towel from Loom. ‘Elysian Minimal’ mixer and spout set in brushed brass ‘Frpmﬁal‘jhteri
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« Another request was for breakout zones for the kids “for play
and a little peace”. Also, the house was to provide an easy space for
convivial and frequent entertaining, so it “had to nail that fine
combo of comfort and elegance”, says Jason. Yasmine adds, “The
shared spaces had to feel unpretentious so you felt you could walk in
from the beach in wet togs and plonk your feet on the sofa.”

A large naive painting in the living room inspired the tonal
scheme and repeated motifs. In sunny primaries it depicts a melange
of tropical themes from cactus and clay pots to pineapples and palm
trees. It was no stretch for Yasmine to indulge her love of colour,
a favourite move. “Vibrant red hues steal the show,” she says, but
there’s no shortage of sizzling shades, with spicy ginger upholstery
on outdoor furniture, zesty citrus accents and glorious patterns
everywhere. Even the kitchen benchtop is flamboyant in a stunning
honey-streaked Giallo Siena marble with waterfall ends and “a little
fire” with red tapware and knobs on the Wolf stovetop.

But there are also quieter moments, with a sprinkling of
earthy tones and white throughout. As some of the furniture,
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indoors and out, was to be repurposed Yasmine refreshed timber
and rattan seating with a lick of white paint enlivened by punchy
upholstery, rendering them “ready to rhumba”. Similarly, smart
striped awnings in black and white look sophisticated and add
a nostalgic resort feel.

New checked tumbled-marble cobblestones around the pool
provided an instant lift, repeated for effect in the flooring of the
two main bathrooms. The checkerboard theme is reintroduced in
the handpainted wall datum that runs around the living room and
to mark the edge of a step in the dining area — “artistically
acknowledging a trip hazard”, says Yasmine. Elsewhere, ceilings
painted in a French wash with custom swirl detailing, handpainted
wall stripes and door murals in palm tree motifs add personality.

Yasmine and Portia collaborated on the fabrics, selecting
whimsical designs from Think Positive Prints’ archive to upholster
bedheads, blinds and cushions and set the story for each room.
Kimono silks cover scatter cushions in the living room linking with
the blue porcelain lamp bases and oriental plates on the wall. »
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These pages, clockwise from left The play of stripes and checks continues in a main bedroom with the handpainted decorative wall detail by Creative Finish « Furniture selections underline the theme of a summer escape.
extending above the artwork, Repose by Stacey Rees from Saint Cloche. Custom-designed bedhead by YSG made by Institch with fabric from Think Positive s P .

4 o . el . . . A o . The dining table, attended by casual rattan chairs, is dressed with a

Prints. Clients’ existing sofa reupholstered and cushions made by Rematerialised in fabric from Think Positive Prints. Pendant light, clients’ own. Wall light o A

from Anna Charlesworth. Throw from Chee Soon & Fitzgerald. Coffee table by Livio Tobler. Bedside tables from CCSS. The ensuite bathroom floor is tiled in a sunny lemon-yellow-patterned cloth conjuring Mediterranean

checked pattern in Portagallo and Rosso Verona marble tiles from Aeria Country Floors. Vanities and splashback in honed Tiberio marble from Mediterranean picnics, while the two raffia pendant lights hover above “like

Marble. Mirror from Rachel Donath. ‘Michelle’ stool by Tim Rundle for SPO1 from Space. sombrero hats”. On the terrace a refreshing scene is set with the

plump, rounded shape of Adam Goodrum for Tait “Trace’ armchairs
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» Yasmine Ghoniem, director of YSG Studis, was called
on to revitalise atired hoI'id_oy house overlooking
Sydney'’s Pittwater fo-r'own.é:.r‘é Jdson Johnsonand. Portia.
Thomson.» Dismbye'q byithe cliched n.duticdllpqllo'u‘rs“qnd
seaside tropes Ydsmineisought to intréduce a j:)lo}ful,
internqtionolifee'l, reminiscent of resorts in Mexico or the
Cote d’Azqf. » Heavy bav_ing was replaced withitumbled
marble cobblestones in d ¢héckerboardpattern andwall§™ |

“and ceilings'weré painted in French washes eriliven(-;d
with naive rmotifs 1o crecte'o‘whims'i:':ql'chk' op.,
» Colour plays a starring role throughout with yibrqnt red
hues, ginger shades, citrus accents and fu-n,g:if‘ul printe_d
fabrics. »As the'couple requested separdte workspaces;
oneguestroom was coﬁverted to'a second mainibedroom;,
both completé with luxurious ensuite bathrooms and
custom desks overlooking the %ensotigncl view.

This page, clockwise from top left In the other main
bedroom is a custom bedhead by YSG made by Institch with
fabric from Think Positive Prints. Cushions by Rematerialised

in Think Positive Prints fabric. ‘Pepé’ side table from

Sarah Ellison. ‘Del Rio” lamps from Lucy Montgomery.
Handpainted palm tree door motif by Creative Finish. The
outdoor shower is a practical addition backed by marble
cobblestone tiles in a gridded formation. Custom-designed
desk in Toledo marble and timber by YSG Studio made by
Pullicino & Son. ‘Big Diiva’ chair from Grazia&Co. Italian
Murano glass ‘Cloud’ pendant light from Lighting Collective.
Fredericia ‘Sequoia’ pouf from Cult. Wastepaper bin from
Hay. On desk, carafe from Maison Balzac. Tom Dixon
‘Swirl’ candelabra from Living Edge. Poker Face by Kerrie
Oliver from Curatorial+Co. Three small artworks, clients’
own. Opposite page The house with itts refreshed facade
and smart black-and-white s‘t?i#ed awnings makes an
attractive picture nestled into the hillside.



